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Diagram 3 — Invisible College 1

co3 cose
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Ezzamel, M . Co33
Cooper, D Coz2
Morgan, G Co89
Puxty, T C103
Sikka, P Cuy
Willmott, H C132

Diagram 3 identifies an invisible college (1) formed
by 6 authors of different countries and institutions,
being 1 from Canada and 5 from the UK>»

The central author in the network is C132 (UK).

C103 and C132 hold strong ties. The group is highly
cohesive. ' :

Diagram 4 — Invisible College 2
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Lawrence, S Co66
Lowe, T Co72
Northcott, D Cogb

Rahaman, A, S Ci06

Diagram 4 identifies an invisible college (2) formed
by 5 authors of different countries and institutions,
being 1 from the UK and 4 from NZ.

The central author is Co66 (NZ).
All holding ties of the same strength.
The group is highly cohesive.

Diagram 5 - Invisible College 3

Arnold, P J Coo4
Chew, A Cois
Considine, ] Coig
Cooper, C Co21
Gallhoffer, S Co38

Diagram 5 identifies an invisible college (3) formed
by 8 authors from different countries and institu-
tions, being 1 from the UK, 5 from the US, 1 from AU
and 1 from CA.

The central author is Cog7 (CA).
Co97 and Co46 hold strong ties.
The central author unites two different groups.

Gould, S Cog42
Hammond, T, D Co46
QakeL, S Cog7
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Diagram 6 — Invisible College 4

c14

by 7 authors from different countries and institutions,
being 2 from the UK, 4 from the US and 1 from AU.
%4 The central author is Co34 (US).
Co78 and Cos4 hold stronger ties.
cieq Co34 and C124 hold moderately intense ties.
Fleischman, R, K Co34 Co34 and Co78 hold moderately intense ties.

Hoskin, K, W Cos4 . . :
Kalbers, L, P Cosg The central author unites from two to three different

Macve, R, H Co78 groups.
Parker, L, D Co99
Searcy, D, L C14

Tyson, T Ci124

The use of computerized social network methods allowed building co-author-
ship networks similar to friendship relationship. It helps identifying a research
field. The countries with higher centrality are the US, the UK, CA, and NZ.
Diagram 6, Invisible College 4 refers to the network whose authors published
articles using the theory of Foucault. Colleges 1, 2 and 3 used Foucault as
«incidental appropriation».

Are the critical ties based solely on personal relationships or hierarchies, or
have these ties become formalized so that they are sustainable over time? With
the analysis, the co-authorship links are formalized because they are building
with formal information, such as published articles.

In Moody’s view (2004), co-authorship is becoming increasingly more com-

Diagram 6 identifies an invisible college‘ (4) formed

mon in the social sciences and in his research, the co-authorship pattern -

shows a steadily growing cohesive core, suggesting that while authors might
specialize, their skills marry well with others creating an integrated collabora-
tion network. In the present research, Table 4 shows that out of 135 authors, 65
(52.8%) are isolated, while 58 (47.2%) worked collaboratively, which spon-
sored the emerging of a network [Table 4].

Chronology

The authors used a 5-year-period analysis approach. In other studies is has
been shown to provide an appropriate overview, whereas period analysis for a
given year has not shown significant results.



THE INTRODUCTION OF FOUCAULT...

88

Table 4 — Co-authorship

Total no o il

0 65 52,8
1 43 35,0
2 14 11,4
3 1 ; 0,8
Total 123" 100

Diagram 7 - 1986-1990

Diagram 7 refers to the period from 1986 to 1990 when the ideas of Foucault
began to be incorporated in Accounting Research. As the nucleus was being
formed, the first invisible college (college 4 with Cos4 and Co78) could be
seen.
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Diagram 8 - 1991-1995

From 1900 to 1995, Foucault-motivated accounting research started to grow,
as shown in Diagram 8
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Diagram g indicates a decrease in this kind of research from 1996 to 2000, and
the formation of invisible college 2 (C096).

Diagram g9 — 1996-2000
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Diagram 10 — 2001-2005

From 2001 to 2005, Diagram 10 denotes the return to 1991 to 1995 production

level. '
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Conclusion

This article uses the notion of scientific field to understand how an author
enters a field of knowledge. The purpose is to verify how Foucault’s insertion
in Accounting took place, and in what areas. '

Under the Bibliometric perspective, this study shows a significant influence of
Foucault’s ideas in Accounting research, mainly in Critical Accounting. It could
be observed that this influence is concentrated in the European publications,
mainly Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal and Critical Perspec-
tives on Accounting, and could be seen in a more marked way as of 1992.

Qualitative research based on the reading of articles reveals information as to
the proximity of the fields where the theory was produced and received, as well
as the great response on the part of the authors. However, only published arti-
cles in scientific journals were analyzed.

The results of the social network analysis reveals the journals and authors in a
more centralized position and also a network with formalized relationships.
Four main invisible colleges were identified and analyzed.
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The concept of invisible college is also part of the Scientometric doctrine. It is
also consistent with the hypothesis of uneven or accrued distribution of bene-
fits as previously analyzed, and from which it follows that the scientific com-
munity is divided into at least two parts: at the top, the most prolific authors
and also the most cited, and the lower the mass of researchers. This study con-
tributes to identifying the development of a new area of research through the
movements of theories between fields in Critical Accounting. It also identifies
how several research projects using Foucault’s works have been emerging from
a need to explain power and disciplinary aspects in accounting.

Future research will detail the analysis with relationships and hierarchies as
well as time series. Based on this analysis of the 123 articles hypotheses can be
formulated.

Limitations and recommendations

When does an author become indispensable in our reading routine? The
access to the works of Foucault was essential for his insertion in Accounting
thinking. Foucault can already be found in the contents of disciplines of
Accounting programs in the United States and Great Britain on the Internet.

Rather than conclusive, the present study is an approach to the understanding
of the process of building a research area. It is necessary to identify the factors
that promote collaboration network. Understanding the networks that consti-
tute the field is a step to understand the ways in which ideas can be exchanged.

Invisible colleges are also a way of linking the elites and the mass of scientific
bases..One indication of this phenomenon would be to detect the trend to pub-
lish as a group or several authors. A more in-depth study is recommended.

A limitation of the study refers to the fact that other journals may not have
been included in the database analyzed. Those included and available may not
cover the full time period that one journal was being published.
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