














~J Table 1 — Sample and total articles analyzed

o0
al C Initial | Final Number of issues Total issues with | Total of
Journ LY | Date Date | available for acess (A) articles (B) articles

1. Accounting and Business Research 1973 2004 2,30

2. Accounting, Auditing & Accountab)hty UK 1690 60k 6 ; 36 60 58,06
Journal

3. Accounting, Organizations UK 1976 2005 151 8 8 530
and Soc1ety ‘
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able for access in the period was 1,707, as shown in Table 1. For instance, in
Accounting and Business Research the research was accomplished from vol-

ume 4, 1973 to volume 4, number 3, 2004. In that period, 174 copies were pub-

lished, with 4 including articles with references to Foucault. The total number
of articles was also 4, in other words, 1 per issue. In some cases there was
more than 1 article per issue [Table 1].

The 16 journals under analysis ranged from 1971 to 2005, according to PRO-
QUEST availability: ABI/Global INFORM and SCIENCE DIRECT ACCESS, with a col-
lection of approximately 1,800 Journals each one.

Research results — foucault’s contribution to accounting

Quantitative analysis

Out of the 68 scientific journals and 6,701 published articles, 123 were identified
in 16 journals with reference to Foucault either in the title or abstract. Those 123
articles were published by 135 authors, which results in an average of 0.91 arti-
cles per author, meaning that several articles were written in co-authorship.
Out of those 16 journals, 1,707 issues were examined: 94 contain 123 articles
that referenced Foucault, with an average of 1,309 articles per issue. The first
article found was published in 1986 in Accounting, Organization and Society —
v.11, no 2, by Hoskin. K. W. and Macve, R. H. under the title Accounting and the
Examination: «The Genealogy of Disciplinary Power; the last one in 2005 in
Critical Perspectives on Accounting» — v. 16, no 3 published by Birkin, E.,
Edwards, P. and Woodward, D. under the title «Accounting’s Contribution to
Conscious Cultural Evolution: an End to Sustainable Development«. The
analysis per journal reveals a larger number of the articles published in
Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal and in Critical Perspectives on
Accounting — 60 and 22 respectively, out of 123 articles. When combined, those
two journals were responsible for 66.66% of the production in the period.
Geographically, it is observed that out of the 16 journals under investigation, 8
were published in the UK; 5 in the US, 1 in Canada; 1 in Australia and 1 in
Ireland. That shows that European journals concentrate most publications. As
for temporary distribution, Table 2 shows higher production as of 1992, with
significant volumes in 1994, 1996, 2002, and 2003 [Table 2].
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Table 2 — Temporal Distribution of Articles

Year Number of articles %

1986 2 1,63
1987 ‘ 2 1,63
1988 ‘ 1 0,81
1989 1 0,81
1990 2 1,63
1991 o —
1992 5 4,07
1993 9 732
1994 13 10,57
1995 9 732
1996 11 8,94
1997 6 4,88
1998 11 8,94
1999 7 5,69
2000 7 5,69
2001 2 1,63
2002 12 ' 9,75
2003 15 12,19
2004 7 5,69
2005 1 0,81
Total : 123 100,00
Qualitative analysis

The 123 articles were analyzed according to the sample. Out of that total, 5
were not considered in the analysis since they present book reviews. In the
sample, the first two articles published with reference to Foucault date from
1986, one published in Accounting, Organization and Society (AOS), and the
other in the Journal of Management Accounting Research. The acceptance for
publication of an article is a form of accepting and to a certain extent legitimat-
ing a new author’s entrance in that area. That is confirmed by the regularity of
Foucault-based articles that have been published in Accounting, Organization
and Society in the last 13 years.
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As few as 5 articles were seen to address the ideas of Foucault as opposition,
rejecting his theory for the analysis and the understanding of a certain subject,
as in Townley, B. in «Managing by Numbers: Accounting Personnel Manage-
ment and Creation of the Mathesis», published in Critical Perspectives on
Accounting, 6 (1995). The author considers Foucaultian Accounting analysis
as deficient for having engaged mainly in accounting for what it appears to be,
and not for what it really is. However, practically all of the articles take up the
ideas by Foucault, thus configuring the author’s reception and acceptance for
accounting thinking. Two articles belong to authors that reject Foucault’s ideas
when they are used as only a way to understand reality; however, they accept
them when joined by others.

As for the relationship between the field it was produced and the field it was
received, Foucault showed to be present in most of the theoretical articles. The
need to look for answers that can no longer be answered fully through com-
monly used theories in the field of knowledge leads a researcher to a search in
other areas. An attempt for insertion is carried out through the dialogue
between author/researcher and author/theoretician. First, applied studies

'come into the scenario in an attempt to check the possibility of inserting

Foucault’s theory in the new field. Secondly, Foucault can be found in history
of accounting and organizational and social accounting; in other words,
directly associated to the field it was produced. In smaller amounts, Foucault’s
ideas were found applied to the analysis of financial and budget accounting, in
accountability, and in auditing, among others.

Some readings and superficial references do not necessarily mean that the
ideas are the basis for the discussions. Following the typologies as defined by
Chartier; a) incidental appropriation, b) topical conceptual appropriation, and
c) appropriation of the modus operandi, it was decided to use typologies b and
c together. A future research analyzing the articles under typologies b and ¢
must be conducted. The results revealed that 40% of the articles refer the
appropriation of the modus operandji, in other words, the authors incorporated
Foucault’s notions and concepts systematically in their works.

Based on this result, it was possible to verify that 40% of the articles is based
on Foucault, and 52% addresses the disciplinary aspects of accounting. In
other words, the subject of discipline, surveillance, and practices of behavior
based in the work of Surveiller et Punirpublished in 1975. They are followed by
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the subject regarding discourse (22%). The aspects associated to the construc-
tion of accounting knowledge, based on The Archaeo'logy of Knowledge, pub-
lished in 1969, are found in smaller amount (9%). Finally, 17% presents theo-
retical discussions and studies of applied cases. The remaining 60% shows
articles include Foucault as incidental or topical appropriation.

Social network analysis

Diagram 1 (page 83) shows the social network of authors and journals. The (o)
nodes represent the publications and the (®) nodes the authors as in Table 3.
The ties represent the links of authorships.

Diagram 2 shows the network of co-authorships. Isolated authors were
excluded. The ties allow identifying invisible networks. For this analysis, the 4
main colleges were selected.

Table 3 — List of Authors and codes

|

Alam, M. Coo1 Hammond, T.D. Co46  Mraovic, B. + Cog1
Archer, S. Coo2 Hanson,D. Co47  Muraij, H. Cog2
Armstrong, P. Coo3 Haslam,]. Co48  Napier, C.J. Cog3
Arnold, P.J. Coo4  Hogartaigh, C. Co49 . Neimark, M. Co94
Arrington, C. E. Coos5  Hogartaigh, M. Cos0  Neu,D. Cogs
Baker, C.R. Coo6  Hooper, K. Cos1  Northcott, D. Cog6
Baxter, J. Cooy ' Hooper, T. Coz2  OakeL,S. Cog7y
Birkin, F. Coo8 Hopwood, A. G. Co33  Okano, H. Cog8
BoynT Coo9 Hoskin, K. W. Cos4  Parker,L.D. Cog99
Brackenborough,S. Coio0  Humphrey, C. Cos5  Phiddian, R. Ci00
Bricker, R. Co11  Hussein, M. A. Cos56  Pratt, M. Cio1
Broadbent, J. Co12 - Jacob, K. Cos7  Preston,A.M. Ci02
Carmona, S. Co13 Jeacle, I Co58  Puxty, T. Ci03
Carnegie, G. D. Coi4 Kalbers,L.P. Co59  Quatronne, P. Ci04
Chew;, A. Coiz  Karim,R.A.A. Co60 Raddiffe,V.S.  Cios
Chua, W.F. Co16  Kasanen, E. Co61  Rahaman,A.S. C106
Collinson, D. Co17  Kearins, K. Co62  Ravenscroft,S. Cio7
Combe,I. C018  Ketz, J.E. ’ Co63  Rea,D.M. C108

82



EDSON RICCIO | MARICI SAKATA | OCTAVIO NETO | LUC QUONIAM

Considine, J. Co19  Knights, D. Co64  Richardson, A.]. Cio9
Conwway, S. Co20 Laughlin, R. Co65  Rowan,]. Ci10
Cooper, C. Co21  Lawrence, S. Cob66 Russel, W. Cina
Cooper, D. Co22 Lee,T. Cob7  Sajay, S. C112
Cooy, D. Co23 Lehman, G. Co68  ScapenR, W. C113
Covaleski M.A.  Co24 LezR.B. Co69  Searcy,D.L.  Cii4
Cowton, C. J. Co25  Llewellyn, S. Co7o  Sheldahl, T.K.  Ciis
Crowther, D. Co26 Lowe, A. Co71  Shield, M. D. C116
Dey, C. Co27 Lowe,T. Co72  Sikka, P. Cu1y
Dirsmith, M. W. Co28 Luft,].L. Co73  Sinclair, A. Cn8
Dopson, S. Co29  Lukka, K. Co74  Skinner, R. Ci19
Duncan, S. Co30 MacDonald, L.D. Co75  Sonja, G. C120
Edward, J. R. Co31  Macintosh,N.B.  Co76  Stewart,R.E. C121
Edwards, P. . Co32 MacLullich,K.K. Co77  Tinker, T. C122
Ezzamel, M. Co33 Macve,R. H. Co78  Townley, B. Ci123
Fleischman, R. K. Co34 Malachowski,A.R. Co79  Tyson,T. Ci24
Flower, J. Co35 Marsden, R. Co80  Ursell, G. Ci25
. Fogarty, T. ]. Co36 Mattessich,R.V.  Co81  Vollmer, H. C126
Funnell, W. Co37 McMillan, K. P. Co82  Walker,S.P. Ci27
Gallhoffer, S. Co38  McPhail, K. Co83  Walsh,E.J. C128
Gamblinng, T. Co39 = McSweeney, B. Co84. - Watkins, A.L.  Ci29
Gendron, Y. Co40  Mentzer, ]. T. Co85  White, R. Ci30
Goddard, A. Cog1  Miller, P. Co86  WilliamR, B. Ci31
Gould, S. Co42  Mitchell, F. Co87  Willmott, H. C132
Grey, C. Co43  Molyneaux, C. Co88  Woodward,D. Ci33
Guthrie, J. Co44 Morgan, G. Co89  Wright, M. C134

Gutierrez, F. Co45 Mouck, T. Cogo  Young,]J.]J. C135

Itis possible to note that 4 (four) authors are most central in the network. They
have four or more ties. Following Chartier [6] typology author Co34
(Fleischman, R. K.) wrote articles either topical, conceptual or using Foucault’s
work methods, while C132 (Willmott, H.), Co66 (Lawrence, S.) and Cog7
(OakeL, S.) used incidental appropriation. To undefstand an emerging invisi-
ble college in this area a closer analysis of those four groups is necessary.



Diagram 1 — Social network of authors and journals
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Diagram 3 — Invisible College 1

co3 cose
32
2 cn?
03
Ezzamel, M . Co33
Cooper, D Coz2
Morgan, G Co89
Puxty, T C103
Sikka, P Cuy
Willmott, H C132

Diagram 3 identifies an invisible college (1) formed
by 6 authors of different countries and institutions,
being 1 from Canada and 5 from the UK>»

The central author in the network is C132 (UK).

C103 and C132 hold strong ties. The group is highly
cohesive. ' :

Diagram 4 — Invisible College 2

C106
068 oot
co72
Alam, M Coo1
Lawrence, S Co66
Lowe, T Co72
Northcott, D Cogb

Rahaman, A, S Ci06

Diagram 4 identifies an invisible college (2) formed
by 5 authors of different countries and institutions,
being 1 from the UK and 4 from NZ.

The central author is Co66 (NZ).
All holding ties of the same strength.
The group is highly cohesive.

Diagram 5 - Invisible College 3

Arnold, P J Coo4
Chew, A Cois
Considine, ] Coig
Cooper, C Co21
Gallhoffer, S Co38

Diagram 5 identifies an invisible college (3) formed
by 8 authors from different countries and institu-
tions, being 1 from the UK, 5 from the US, 1 from AU
and 1 from CA.

The central author is Cog7 (CA).
Co97 and Co46 hold strong ties.
The central author unites two different groups.

Gould, S Cog42
Hammond, T, D Co46
QakeL, S Cog7
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Diagram 6 — Invisible College 4

c14

by 7 authors from different countries and institutions,
being 2 from the UK, 4 from the US and 1 from AU.
%4 The central author is Co34 (US).
Co78 and Cos4 hold stronger ties.
cieq Co34 and C124 hold moderately intense ties.
Fleischman, R, K Co34 Co34 and Co78 hold moderately intense ties.

Hoskin, K, W Cos4 . . :
Kalbers, L, P Cosg The central author unites from two to three different

Macve, R, H Co78 groups.
Parker, L, D Co99
Searcy, D, L C14

Tyson, T Ci124

The use of computerized social network methods allowed building co-author-
ship networks similar to friendship relationship. It helps identifying a research
field. The countries with higher centrality are the US, the UK, CA, and NZ.
Diagram 6, Invisible College 4 refers to the network whose authors published
articles using the theory of Foucault. Colleges 1, 2 and 3 used Foucault as
«incidental appropriation».

Are the critical ties based solely on personal relationships or hierarchies, or
have these ties become formalized so that they are sustainable over time? With
the analysis, the co-authorship links are formalized because they are building
with formal information, such as published articles.

In Moody’s view (2004), co-authorship is becoming increasingly more com-

Diagram 6 identifies an invisible college‘ (4) formed

mon in the social sciences and in his research, the co-authorship pattern -

shows a steadily growing cohesive core, suggesting that while authors might
specialize, their skills marry well with others creating an integrated collabora-
tion network. In the present research, Table 4 shows that out of 135 authors, 65
(52.8%) are isolated, while 58 (47.2%) worked collaboratively, which spon-
sored the emerging of a network [Table 4].

Chronology

The authors used a 5-year-period analysis approach. In other studies is has
been shown to provide an appropriate overview, whereas period analysis for a
given year has not shown significant results.



THE INTRODUCTION OF FOUCAULT...

88

Table 4 — Co-authorship

Total no o il

0 65 52,8
1 43 35,0
2 14 11,4
3 1 ; 0,8
Total 123" 100

Diagram 7 - 1986-1990

Diagram 7 refers to the period from 1986 to 1990 when the ideas of Foucault
began to be incorporated in Accounting Research. As the nucleus was being
formed, the first invisible college (college 4 with Cos4 and Co78) could be
seen.

€054

078 PNEIE »@CU5 '
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Diagram 8 - 1991-1995

From 1900 to 1995, Foucault-motivated accounting research started to grow,
as shown in Diagram 8

N
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Diagram g indicates a decrease in this kind of research from 1996 to 2000, and
the formation of invisible college 2 (C096).

Diagram g9 — 1996-2000
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Diagram 10 — 2001-2005

From 2001 to 2005, Diagram 10 denotes the return to 1991 to 1995 production

level. '
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Conclusion

This article uses the notion of scientific field to understand how an author
enters a field of knowledge. The purpose is to verify how Foucault’s insertion
in Accounting took place, and in what areas. '

Under the Bibliometric perspective, this study shows a significant influence of
Foucault’s ideas in Accounting research, mainly in Critical Accounting. It could
be observed that this influence is concentrated in the European publications,
mainly Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal and Critical Perspec-
tives on Accounting, and could be seen in a more marked way as of 1992.

Qualitative research based on the reading of articles reveals information as to
the proximity of the fields where the theory was produced and received, as well
as the great response on the part of the authors. However, only published arti-
cles in scientific journals were analyzed.

The results of the social network analysis reveals the journals and authors in a
more centralized position and also a network with formalized relationships.
Four main invisible colleges were identified and analyzed.
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The concept of invisible college is also part of the Scientometric doctrine. It is
also consistent with the hypothesis of uneven or accrued distribution of bene-
fits as previously analyzed, and from which it follows that the scientific com-
munity is divided into at least two parts: at the top, the most prolific authors
and also the most cited, and the lower the mass of researchers. This study con-
tributes to identifying the development of a new area of research through the
movements of theories between fields in Critical Accounting. It also identifies
how several research projects using Foucault’s works have been emerging from
a need to explain power and disciplinary aspects in accounting.

Future research will detail the analysis with relationships and hierarchies as
well as time series. Based on this analysis of the 123 articles hypotheses can be
formulated.

Limitations and recommendations

When does an author become indispensable in our reading routine? The
access to the works of Foucault was essential for his insertion in Accounting
thinking. Foucault can already be found in the contents of disciplines of
Accounting programs in the United States and Great Britain on the Internet.

Rather than conclusive, the present study is an approach to the understanding
of the process of building a research area. It is necessary to identify the factors
that promote collaboration network. Understanding the networks that consti-
tute the field is a step to understand the ways in which ideas can be exchanged.

Invisible colleges are also a way of linking the elites and the mass of scientific
bases..One indication of this phenomenon would be to detect the trend to pub-
lish as a group or several authors. A more in-depth study is recommended.

A limitation of the study refers to the fact that other journals may not have
been included in the database analyzed. Those included and available may not
cover the full time period that one journal was being published.
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